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ROSE PETALS 
!

 Shenandoah Rose September Meeting 

Summer is drawing to a close and it’s time to start a new year of garden club meetings.  On Sept. 4, 
we will meet at Sandy Reed’s house (2983 Shenandoah Valley Rd.).  The September meeting will be 
at 1:00 so anyone who wants to help with the horticulture at Yellow Daisy Festival will have time.  
Barbara Maaskant will present a short program on succulents.  Please note the meeting place 
and time have changed from our original schedule. 
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Yellow Daisy Flower Show 

The Yellow Daisy Flower Show will be held on Sept. 5-7 at Stone Mountain State 
Park.  The theme of this year’s show is “Daisy Rocks the Mountain”.  While our 
club decided not to be in charge of placing the entries this year, the Redbud 
District would appreciate any help we can give.  Also, you can take your entries 
over after our meeting on Thursday or on Friday from 8-10 am.  Remember it is 
helpful if you bring along stick-on labels with your name, address and club name 
to go on the entry cards.  Sandy has some extra blank cards that can be filled out 
ahead of time; just let her know if you need them.  


During the May 2014 Federation meeting,  Gail Berthe presented information on 
how to best prepare entries for Yellow Daisy and other flower shows.  The slides used in her talk can 
be found at http://www.dekalbfederation.com/Documents/Horticulture%20Classification
%205%2021%2014.pdf.  The horticulture classification catalog is also online at http://
www.dekalbfederation.com/Documents/YD%20FS%20Design%20Horticulture%20Youth
%20Sections%202014.pdf.  This guide is useful when filling out your entry cards prior to the show.


!
DeKalb Federation September Meeting 

The DeKalb Federation meetings also start back up this month.  On Sept. 25, Kurt Straudt will 
present the program “The Magic of Succulents”.  Mr. Straudt is the owner of Southeast Succulents 
and a graduate of the Savannah College of Arts and Design.  While it is a coincidence that both this 
and our September programs are on succulents, we should be well-informed about these low-
maintenance plants by the end of the month!





Summer Happenings 

One of the first events of the summer was the 
Garden Club of Georgia mini-convention, which 
was held on May 14-15 in Macon.  Barbara M., 
Vickie, Deanna and Alice attended and had a 
great time.  The GCG Awards Banquet was held 
on the first night; Shenandoah Rose received 1st 
place for our Yearbook, 2nd place for our 
Scrapbook and an Honorable Mention for our 
newsletter.  Many thanks to Barbara M. for all the 
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work she did preparing the awards submissions.  A full list of GCG awards for this year is in the 
September issue of “Garden Gateways”.


In honor of National Garden week, we replanting the concrete planters at Callanwolde.  We started 
with a trip by Barbara M., Vickie, Sandy and Phyllis to Growers Outlet in Loganville on May 6.  
Assorted colors of regular and trailing petunias and a few dracaena plants were purchased by the 
club — and of course we all found things we needed for our gardens while we were there.  
Thankfully, Barbara’s truck was able to hold a lot of plants!  Barbara M. graciously agreed to take 
care of the plants at her house until we were ready to plant.  On May 28, we removed the pansies 
and planted the annuals.  Sandy provided a few vincas and Alice donated some Caladium bulbs.  
The sedum that was planted a couple of years ago was still in good shape so it was used to fill in 
the pots.  Our planting crew of Frances, Phyllis, Vickie, Alice, Barbara M. and Sandy got the work 
done in no time at all — guess it’s true that “many hands make light work”!  Hard to believe it’s 
almost time to remove the summer annuals and plant pansies.


!

!
On August 13, we met at Villa Kristina for our annual summer luncheon.  Almost everyone was able 
to attend and we had a good time visiting and eating.  They must have thought we were a rowdy 
group because they gave us a private room with doors that closed!
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In addition to club activities, Shenandoah Rose members were busy this summer with travel and 
home projects.  As usual, Phyllis did the most traveling.  While in Florida, she toured the Marie Selby 
Botanical Gardens in Sarasota (specializing in orchids and bromeliads), the McKee Jungle Gardens 
in Vero Beach (a former tourist trap with lots of water features and a temporary sculpture display) 
and the Myakka State Park, which had lots 
of interesting flora and fauna.  In July, she 
headed to Alaska for her son’s wedding.  
Congratulations, Phyllis!  Barbara M. also 
went to Alaska this summer.  Check out this 
photo she took at the upside down garden 
at Glacier Gardens in Ketchikan!


We lost a member this summer when 
Marion Trollope moved to Pennsylvania.  
We were sorry to see her go, but are glad 
that she’s now living near family.  Hopefully, 
she’ll be back to visit soon.


!
Atlanta Gardening Events 

There are a lot of garden-related events going on in the Atlanta area this month.  A full list can be 
found at http://www.walterreeves.com/gardening-events/?month=9&theyear=2014.  The two 
following events may be of particular interest to our group: 


Georgia Native Plant Society Fall Plant Sale; Stone Mountain Park; Sept. 20, 10 am - 2 pm


“Imaginary Worlds —A New Kingdom of Plant Giants”; Atlanta Botanical Garden; now through 
October
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Noteworthy Plants 

This month begins a series of articles about noteworthy plants for Atlanta gardens.  The focus will be 
on “new-ish” plants, ones that are fairly new to the market but have been around long enough to be 
tested and found to be deserving of a place in our gardens. 

!
Encore® Azaleas 

Azaleas are a mainstay of the Southern garden.  Few plants can compete with the spring display of 
azaleas in full bloom.  Now, thanks to the efforts of plant breeder Buddy Lee, we can enjoy azalea 
flowers in spring, summer and fall.


In the 1980’s, Mr. Lee was working as a nurse in Louisiana when he saw a Taiwanese summer-
flowering azalea (Rhododendron oldhamii) growing in a local garden that was in full flower in mid-
July.  Buddy had long had an interest in plant breeding, so he began crossing the Taiwanese azalea 
to traditional azaleas.  He produced and evaluated approximately 40,000 seedlings, narrowing it 
down to the seven best plants, which were released in 1996 as the first Encore azaleas.  Continued 
breeding has resulted in another 22 cultivars.  The patents for the Encore azaleas are held by PDSI 
(Plant Development Services, Inc.), Loxley, Alabama.  Other series of re-blooming azaleas are also 
now on the market, but none is as well-known as the Encore series.  Many of the Encore cultivars 
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can be found at “big box stores” like Lowe’s and Home Depot, but some of the newest releases 
may only be available at garden centers.  It’s easy to recognize Encore azaleas at the store — all 
have names starting with “Autumn”. 


Encore azaleas bloom in the spring along with traditional azaleas.  They then put on some growth, 
set flower buds and begin flowering again.  During this second flowering period, not all the flowers 
open at the same time.  While the plants may not be covered with flowers as they are in spring, the 
flowering period is longer extending from mid-July to October.  This is a time when gardens (and 
gardeners) begin tire out, so the Encores add some badly needed color.  All of the Encore cultivars 
are hardy in zone 7 (Atlanta is zone 7b) and a few are even hardy in zone 6.


Encore azaleas perform best in full sun to light, filtered shade.  A minimum of four to six hours of 
direct sunlight per day is required for proper flowering.  While light afternoon shade may be 
beneficial in the deep South, too much shade can reduce or even eliminate a flowering cycle.  Since 
they are growing in more sun than traditional azaleas, your Encore azaleas may need more watering 
during periods of low rainfall.  Otherwise, follow the same cultural practices as you do with other 
azaleas.


Fifteen of the Encore azaleas are classified as small plants, growing 2-3’ tall and 3-4’ wide.  The 
other 14 cultivars are intermediate in size, growing 4-5’ tall and 3-4’ wide.  White-, pink-, purple- 
and red-flowered cultivars are available in both size ranges, so it’s easy to find a cultivar that will fit 
in your garden.  Below is a list the Encore azaleas currently on the market showing flower color, 
approximate size and other traits that make them special.  


CULTIVAR FLOWER COLOR  SIZE (height x width) OTHER

Autumn Amethyst purple 4’ x 4’ most cold-hardy cultivar

Autumn Angel white 3’ x 3’ dark green, glossy foliage

Autumn Belle light and dark pink 5’ x 4’ ruffled flowers

Autumn Bravo red 3' x 3.5’ dark green foliage

Autumn Carnation pink 4.5’ x 4’ semi-double flowers

Autumn Carnival pink 3' x 3.5' deep green foliage

Autumn Cheer pink 3' x 3.5' one of most cold hardy

Autumn Chiffon light and dark pink 2.5‘ x 3’ semi-double flowers

Autumn Coral coral pink 2.5' x 3' heavy summer flowering

Autumn Debutante pink 4' x 4' dense foliage

Autumn Embers red 3' x 3.5' semi-double flowers

Autumn Empress pink 4' x 3’ semi-double flowers

CULTIVAR

�6



Newsletter of the Shenandoah Rose Garden Club September 2014

Autumn Ivory white 2.5‘ x 3’ ruffled flowers

Autumn Jewel pink 4' x 4' one of most cold hardy

Autumn Lilac purple 3' x 3.5' one of most cold hardy

Autumn Lily white 4.5' x 4’ one of most cold hardy

Autumn Monarch orange-red 5' x 4' semi-double flowers

Autumn Moonlight white 5’ x 4' fast growing

Autumn Princess pink 3.5’ x 3’ semi-double flowers

Autumn Rouge pink 4' x 4.5’ dark green foliage

Autumn Royalty purple 4.5’ x 4’ one of most cold hardy

Autumn Ruby red 2.5' x 3' one of most cold hardy

Autumn Sangria pink 4.5’ x 4’ fast growing

Autumn Starlite white with pink stripes 3.5' x 4’ fast growing

Autumn Sunburst coral pink with white edges 3' x 3.5' ruffled flowers

Autumn Sundance pink 3.5' x 4' one of most cold hardy

Autumn Sunset red 3' x 3.5’ semi-double flowers

Autumn Sweetheart purplish pink 4' x 4' semi-double flowers

Autumn Twist bicolor pink 4.5' x 4' fast growing

FLOWER COLOR  SIZE (height x width) OTHERCULTIVAR
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